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LESZEK THE BLACK REIGNED FROM 1279 TO 1289 


THE LOWER SCENE REPRESENTS HIS DREAM ARCHANGEL MICHAEL FORETELLING A GRAND VICTORY OVER THE 
JADZVINGIANS, A LITHUANIAN TRIBE, WHOM LESZEK SUCCEEDED IN DESTROYING. 
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Protest of the Polish Women's 
Alliance 


Following in the footsteps of the Polish National 
Council, the Polish Women’s Alliance of America is voic- 
ing its protest against peace at any price. A good sign. 
The protest is a rather poetically eloquent effusion in the 
matter. 

The protest follows: 

Owing to a systematic spreading of the propaganda 
of “Peace at any price", we call to all who do not know 
the pangs of exile — to all who have never suffered the 
torments of tyranny — to all who have not felt the taints 


of oppression — to all who believe in humanity, justice 
and liberty, that: .... ..... 
PEACE — without reparation of wrongs for centu- 


ries perpetrated on subdued nations — PEACE, without 
doing justice to their immortal laws of life and liberty — 
PEACE, regardless of oceans of blood and tortures with- 
out number — deaths innumerable for the upholding of 
law and justice — such a peace would be a new crime of 
nations and an everlasting shame on our civilization! It 
would be a sacrilege for the holy sacrifices incurred by 
this war! 

Among the martyr-nations in the first ranks stands 
Poland feloniously torn asunder in the past century. Po- 
land, the buffer State of Western civilization — the Knight 
of Nations, the oldest warrior for the cause of freedom 
and justice — to-day again by violence and force thrown 
into a horrible combat with each of the enemy-armies, 
changed into a desert by passing soldiery without num- 
ber, carrying on their titanic struggle on our own lands... 

Poland to-day is like Lazarus, thrown on the bed of 
blood, fire and embers — murdering her own children by 


order of her enemies — sinking the steel in the breasts of 
her own sons, fathers and brothers..... 

In view of this terrible tax of blood, property and life 
devoured by war from our own unhappy nation, which is 
a crime of humanity and the world — we, the daughters 
of this downtrodden and blood bespattered unhappy coun- 
try, do raise our mighty voice of mothers, daughters, sist- 
ers and wives suffering beyond measure calling to all na- 
tions! 

“Create a peace of the world, but a new kind of peace, 
lasting and holy — not as heretofore founded on injury, 
misery and violence, on the breaking of laws and enslay- 
ing the weaker nations, such a peace must be compensated 
by most bloody wars, oceans of fire, smoke and annihila- 
tion — create a new peace, a peace that will declare to all 
the world that all harm and grievances are forgotten, that 
slavery has fallen, that violence and injury are no more, 
a peace that will hail a new world existence"..... 

It was that kind of peace our Polish Delegates de- 
manded at the Peace Congress at the Hague, and by an 
appropriate resolution the women of the world demanded 
such a peace! 

For such a new kind of peace, founded on humanity 
and justice, will honor law and order and promote happi- 
ness of all humankind— will end strife and slavery and 
violence among cultured nations — will for all time stop 
the cruel torture of the weaker by the stronger! 

We, the daughters of a nation whose freedom was 
seized by force and most brutal violence being in reality 
a daylight robbery, with one united voice protest with all 
our souls against all false peace action and activity 
whose ultimate end is peace at any price!! 
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The Polish Hyphen 


DECENTLY there has been marked a growing dis- 
satisfaction with citizens, who for not having 
completely renounced their affiliations with their 
native land, have been called hyphenated Amer- 
This distrust on the part of native Americans is 


icans. 
intelligible, and it is difficult to gainsay that its reasons 


rest on a flimsy foundation. The sympathies of some 
hyphens as vividly exhibited toward certain European 
powers have been intensified to so high a degree that they 
have forgotten their duties to the United States, to which 
they came of their own accord and which they voluntarily 
adopted as their country. 

As citizens of America, they should doubtless hold its 
interests in the first place, and it is wrong unconditionally 
to subordinate them to any alien considerations. Obviously 
the opposite has happened if President Wilson saw fit to 
brand their activity in his message to Congress. Small 
wonder, therefore, that the American community has 
awakened and expressed itself so strongly against the 
hyphen, and indiscriminately — in rare instances — even 
against Americans of Polish extraction. And in that case 
we fall a victim to injustice, and it is in order to point 
to several facts and circumstances, which, Americans con- 
demning the Polish hyphen seem to have forgotten. 


* * 


Above all, it is necessary to remember that in the 
sea of American immigration we constitute a people that 
come hither from the land of bondage. The German, the 
Frenchman, the Englishman, the Italian, or any other im- 
migrant, arrives here, in the first place, to search for 
gold and prosperity, inasmuch as freedom and liberty of 
intellectual progress he enjoyed at home in Europe. If, 
then, these material inducements were sufficient reason 
for him permanently to abandon his native land, and pre- 
vailed over the ideal of love of fatherland, to many it 
seems but just that he completely forget his fatherland 
and sever further connections therewith. 

The case is different with the Polish immigrant. Love 
of freedom has created the historical progress of the whole 
people so that it is impossible for it to live in thralldom. 
Why, in former Poland, in the XVII and XVIII centuries 
freedom evolved into license. And when Poland was dis- 
membered, ceaseless in its endeavors to break the shackles 
In an unequal struggle, it found itself in desperate and 
hopeless straits, never surrendering its rights to freedom. 
In its name the Polish Legions captured the defiles of 
Somo-Sierra; in its name were fought the uprisings of 
the years of 1830 and 1863. 

And when, despite these bloody attempts, brutal force 
prevented a free Poland, the Polish emigrant set out for 
America. He came, because under Prussian dominion he 
was expropriated from his patrimony, while his children 
were lashed and mistreated by the Prussian schoolmaster. 

He came because in the Congressional Kingdom he 
was strangled by the ruthless paw of the Asiatic absolut- 


ism of the Czar, who with the blood of Polish political 
exiles dyed the snows of cold Siberia and murdered them 
slowly in the mines of Nerczynsk. 

He came because in Galicia, in 1848, the Viennese 
authorities put a fratricidal knife in the hands of the 
Polish peasant and ordered him to massacre the Polish 
nobility; and then the same authorities, by a systematized 
bureaucratic procedure, strove to kill the idea of an in- 
dependent Polish state and aimed to make of Poles merely 
loyal citizens of the Austro-Hungarian empire. 

He came in order to bask in freedom, to which he was 
born, and to the best of his ability to help his brethren 
in the fatherland in their efforts to regain it. And for 
this end was founded the Polish National Council, while 
its publication, “Free Poland”, boldly, in the interest of 
humanity, confesses to this ideal before the American 


community. 
* * 


The American who fails to understand this, will do 
well to place himself in the following situation: 

War breaks out — say, with Japan — and the United 
States being insufficiently prepared, completely submits 
to the superior force of the enemy and passes under his 
dominion. In vain are the bloodiest attempts at freedom— 
brute force prevails and puts an end to American free- 
dom. In that event will not the American, who, unable 
to bear alien rule, emigrated to another land, consider it 
his most sacred duty to preserve in his heart the ideals 
and traditions of America, and strive as much as as in his 
power to realize the liberation of his fatherland? 

In such a position you find placed the Poles in Amer- 
ica. If we name as renegades those Americans who 
volutarily expatriate themselves, what name is to be de- 
serving of Poles, if having escaped from under the 
banner of their motherland at the time it endured direst 
misfortunes, they disowned it before the world? 

* * 


Thus is presented the case of the Polish hyphen from 
the Polish point of view, and even from the American 
standpoint it cannot be condemned. 

The Poles in America have never been accused of dis- 
loyalty towards the United States and its ideals, though, 
at the same time, they have never been ashamed of their 
Polish descent. And during the present dreadful war, 
which, as Wilson points out in his message, has induced 
even loyal Americans to acts of disloyalty, we have most 
closely abided by the principles of a strict neutrality; and 
it should be noticed that it cannot be otherwise, as no 
upright Pole is anxious to wish success to either Austria, 
Prussia or Russia — the partitioners of Poland. 

Furthermore, Poles are neutral even for this reason 
that they desire to win American sympathy for the cause 
of Poland; while acting, on the other hand, against the 
letter of neutrality, they would eventually incur general 
ill-will against the Polish Cause. 
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And if during the progress of the present investiga- 
tion by the federal authorities of foreign underhand deal- 
ing and conspiracies, there should crop up any Polish 
name — although it is to be hoped that such will not 
be the case — we can rest assured that it will not be a 
Pole, but an Austrian, a German or a Muscovite bearing 
a Polish name. And as regards Poles born in this coun- 
try, it can most emphatically be stated that you cannot 
find a single one, whose sympathies for a foreign power 
would lead him to betray the interests of these United 


States. 
* * 


It may not be amiss to note that Polish and Amer- 
ican ideals are so kindred and identical that they perfect- 
ly correspond. He who is acquainted with the histories of 
both the United States and Poland, is well aware that the 
Polish Constitution of the Third of May (1791) was at the 
time the most perfect and liberal document in Europe, 


proclaiming religious tolerance and far-reaching fran- 
chise to the nation. 

Can rightly minded Americans point an accusing 
finger at the Poles because they do not wish to forswear 
their descent, because giving their hearts to the free land 
of Washington, in the defense of which they are willing 
to die to a man, they simultaneously have a tender spot 
for Poland, for their unfortunate countrymen — mothers, 
sisters, fathers and sons? Our attitude to Poland is sim- 
ply that of Wilson's: Just as Ameriea, even so unfor- 
tunate Poland “asks nothing for herself but what she has 
a right to ask for humanity itself." 

America can rest in peace: the Polish hyphen will not 
pluck the sentiment of loyalty to her from the hearts 
of the descendants of Sobieski, Kościuszko and Pulaski. 
And their loyalty Poles interpret in this manner that they 
do not speak of themselves as “Polish-Americans”, but as 
“Americans of Polish descent." 

W. W. PAPARA. 
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Statistics of the Poles 


It is difficult to estimate the exact number of Poles 
in the whole world, since there being no official state of 
Poland, no official statistics are published, but these are 
the approximate figures:— 


1910 1900 1890 

In Prussia 4,014,221 3,470,000 3,025,587 
In Austria 4,967,984 4,252,483 
In Russia 11,000,000* — 8,288,217(?) 
In Rest of Europe 1,100,000 
In U. S. A. 2,930,000 
In Other countries 400,000 

TOTAL 24,411,205 

* * * 


Of this number 19 millions inhabit the geographical 
territory of Poland, which is divided as follows:— 
Grand Duchy of Poznania (Posen) 28,963 Sq. Kilometres 


The Province of Opole (Silesia) 13,216 p 
Galicia, 78,5382 vs 
Duchy of Cieszyn (Teschen) 2,300 af 
Kingdom of Poland 127,319 da 


Total 250,330 Sq. Kilometres 


*The Kingdom of Poland, according to official statis- 
ties, contains 9,001,334 Poles (in 1909). Lithuania is of- 
ficially reported to contain 633,182 Poles—an estimate 
about 400,00 short. Ukrainia is reported to contain 
424,552 Poles, but the statistics of the bishopric 
of Zytomir, which are considerd as absolutely accurate, 
gives the Polish population for 1909 as 801,790. In the 
other parts of Russia the Poles may be numbered at about 
a million. The estimates then are: 


Kingdom of Poland 9,001,349 
Lithuania (about) 1,000,000 
Ukrainia 801,790 
Rest of Russia (about) 1,000,000 

Total (about) 11,803.139 


Views from Warsaw 
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Furor Teutonicus 


HE Germans are a peculiar people... 
|| It cannot be denied that they command the ad- 
miration and respect of the whole world. 

Previously to the world war they were respect- 
ed, but this respect was rather humoristically tinged: 
one spoke, for instance, of the rather ponderous German 
wit, of the rather heavy German art; one laughed at the 
German ossification and confinement in militarism; withal, 
one admired the German learning and science, especially 
that of philosophy, for the Germans are not without reason 
styled “the nation of philosophers"; one was enthus astic 
over German music, and considered unexcelled the German 
economy, practicality, system, foresight, with which they 
exploited, wherever conditions would permit, all the poss- 
ible fields of production and commerce, as witnessed, for 
instance, in their colonial policy; having initiated their 
colonial expansion later than any of the other ccuntries, 
they attained first rank as one of the principal colonial 
powers, and their acquisitions they succeeded in improv- 

ing even better than those longer in the field. 


These facts were acknowledged, understood, apprais- 
ed; but this appreciation was coupled with an indulgent 
bantering of the rather slow-witted and penurious Pruss- 
ians, with a smiling patronage of their Gutmuethigkeit 
and Gemuetlichkeit.. Only their nearest neighbors knew 
how to judge this foresight and how to understand this 
apparent simplicity: the Danes in Schleswig, the Alsatians 
in Alsace, the Negroes in the colonies felt the effects of 
this far-seeing Kultur; but perhaps its virtuousness was 
most keenly felt by the Poles in Posen, in Prussia, in 
Silesia, and in general, wherever they were in contact with 
the Germans. Recently the Belgians, the Serbs and again, 
of course, the Poles, have experienced the blessings of this 
Kultur in such a striking manner that the memory of the 
German invasion shall remain into the future ages, even 
as once in Poland there persisted the nightmare of Tartar 
invasions, even as in ancient Rome mention of Cathaginian 
invasion would startle woman and child, so that the Roman 
mothers would frighten with Hannibal, as with a bugaboo, 
their children into polite behavior. 


* * 


Peculiar — these Germans! 

It cannot be overlooked that they are a nation 
possessed of an indisputable civilization which contains 
most superb qualities. 


For example, German love of study, especially of the 
most venerated of the sciences — of philosophy, then 
German economy, thrift, practicality, enterprise and 
thoroughness in every sphere of production: all these 
are, it is true, qualities and merits of the first order, and 
one must needs be a chauvinist to consider them otherwise. 
But along with this admission runs parallel the truism 
that there is no other nation so universally hated, no other 
people so heartily detested as the Germans. 


* * 


Let us recall the recent times of the excellent execu- 
tion of Germany's political isolation by one of the greatest 
crowned statesmen of the last five decades — the English 
king, Edward VII. This monarch, having understood that 
the perfectly refined qualities of the Germans are only ill- 
boding to the interests of other nations, devoted his entire 


life to the task of effecting the complete isolation of 
Germany and surrounding it with a netting of alliances 
and treaties of anti-Teuton States. The reign of Edward 
VII, however, was too short, and with his death his 
masterstroke was somewhat marred, a state of things 
which the Germans were most anxious to bring about in 
the political situation of Europe; in the course of years, 
on the other hand, there became conspicuous that German 
rivalry with other nations and empires — a rivalry which 
was rendered all the more difficult and almost impossible 
in the face of German aggressiveness, German methods 
of fighting, of competition, — all brought into play with 
a view to attaining the desired goal, even at the expense 
of honor... though German honor was ever more or less 
of the elastic variety and immutably continued to re- 
semble the ideals of the Raubritter. 


* * 


About the German methods of not only rivalry, but 
also of thought, we desire to say a few words; we wish 
to write of what this war brought to light, of those sen- 
timents and moods generally shared by the whole German 
community, by the whole German people, and that not 
only in Germany proper, but even in centers far removed 
from the theater of war, as, for instance, here in America, 
and it must be confirmed that the war has already deepen- 
ed, and most likely will deepen some more, this amazing 
universal ill-will and hatred toward the German: it will 
intensify the international aversion and contempt for him, 
point an accusing finger at him, and will continue to do 
so, unless the years of historical progress shall l'berate 
the people from its bond of barbarism, until the ruins 
and burnings shall be effaced from memory, and the 
graves, which bear the German footprints, shall be levell- 
ed, even as vestiges of the Hunns were obliterated in the 


course of time. 
* * 


The nation alone amid others possesses in history the 
rather doubtfully glorious page of Raubritter, which knew 
how to combine chivalry with the craft of robbers and 
bandits; the nation, whose: mythology and prehistorical 
annals (Nibelungen) are distinguished by a bloody 
monstrosity, by a criminal, almost inhuman fury, where 
murder after murder, each all the more dreadful, occurs 
with grimly striking regularity: that nation gave Poland 
the Knights of the Cross, who left so horrible a memory 
in the Polish-Lithuanian mind that they thoroughly pe- 
netrated into the life, the various ideas of these peoples, 
as a deterrent, as something completely criminal, cruel 
and perfidious. There are proverbs in the Polish lan- 
guage dealing with the Knights of the Cross, and their 
comparison speaks for itself, and gives a mental picture 
of a curious and crafty creature, joining something of 
the tiger to that of the fox,—in a word a nation-hyena, 
fattened upon the corpses of other peoples. 

In art, literature, in folk-lore, in by-words, in the 
most primitive conceptions of our peop'e there lurks the 
dread of the spectre — of the Knight of the Cross, who 
in his infernal perfidy, while "converting to Christianity", 
devastated the quiet and peaceful hamlets of Poland and 
Lithuania, violated all principles of morality, and murder- 
ed with wanton cruelty his helpless victims. This “Order” 
grew, increased in power by the life-blood of the neighbor- 
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ing peoples, and when it had sufficiently fed on the op- 
pressed, it renounced its Christian mission, bespattered the 
former symbols and almost at once created a new and 
powerful state which throughout the ages continued con- 
sistently from its beggarly and insignificant embryo to 
develop into the present military power. It was this 
parasite of our land, this hideous mistletoe of our national 
tree, this Prussian hangman, whose lords at one time 
knelt before our Jagellons, in the public square cf Cracow 
and swore loyalty, which was always a breach of faith — 
that selfsame Prussian knight who prepared Poland’s 
mortal bed and added a nail to her coffin with the bloody 
hands of Frederick II, that crown falsifier, trickster and 
miscreant, called Great in the characteristic Prussian 
manner of thinking. 

And the successors to the Knights of the Cross, the 
Prussian schoolmasters in Posen cudgeled the Polish 
children for praying in their native tongue, while the Po- 
lish peasant was forbidden to erect a cottage on the soil 
which he has held from the times of Piast the peasant, an 
inheritance from father to son.—The German Parliament, 
true to the Prussian symbol, expropriated Polish estates 
to further the interests of “menaced” Germanism and 
violated divine and human laws, endeavored to justify its 
procedure — again in characteristic German manner — by 
a show of legality, although the whole world has pronounc- 
ed one unanimous verdict — that of Germany’s condemna- 
tion.... These are Germans! 

* 2 


The war broke out. The Germans were the first to 
violate all international agreements and political treaties, 
which only yesterday their lord and emperor had sanction- 
ed with his own hand. To-day he himself disregards these 
“scraps of paper," invades Belgium, whose neutrality he 
guaranteed, reduces it to ashes with fire and sword, per- 
petrates the same tragedy in Poland, only with infinitely 
increased intensity, and swaying like Samson of old the 
pillars of the European states allied against the Germans, 
he introduces scientifically contrived methods of warfare— 
beside which the sickly and monstrous cruelty of the 
Caesars from the decline of the Roman Empire, pales into 
insignificance, as do the degeneracies of Eastern culture. 
And first you hear of the colossal guns and missiles devised 
and prepared for special purposes and for every emer- 
gency; you have the asphyxiating and poisonous bombs, the 
mutilating and lacerating bayonets; inflammable cartridges 
destined for incendiary purposes, the various machines 
testifying to a thorough policy of preparedness for all 
event and every possible need, the numerous institutions 
and apparatus which seemingly had nothing in common 
with the art of war. All this was brought about by Ger- 
man foresight; science was of tremendous assistance and 
a whole series of new murderous implements were invent- 
ed; hundreds of destructive means were contrived with the 
help of physics, chemistry and every possible department 
of human lore. To the ends of militarism were dedicated 
art and science, a state of things which most monstrously 
warped the German mind and from the very childhood 
trained it into this perverse method of thought — pattern- 
ed afted the drill and uniform of the Prussian Knecht. 

* * 


And this efficiency is followed by a whole litany of 
German cruelties: violations in Belgium and in Poland, in- 
demnities and robberies systematically organized and 
sanctioned by the authorities, incendiarism on a large 
scale, methodic pillage of everything that can be plundered 


— from a loaf of bread to Polish labor forcibly carried 
away to German munition plants. 

Recall the official reports in Belgium and France, 
citing numerous instances of how the Germans would mu- 
tilate the right arms of boys in order to incapacitate 
them for future soldiers, if perchance, they should ever be 
actuated by a desire of revenge. That is German fore- 
sight, providing for many years to come. And the sub- 
marine attacks, the wrecking and sinking of neutral ships, 
of passenger vessels, the drowning of thousands of victims 
who had nothing to do with war, in order to strike terror 
into the hearts of the enemy, aerial raids, devoid cf any 
strategic significance and also calculated to terrorize, and 
finally the furious and implacable vexation of the enemy, 
all was devised by the Germans in their state institutions, 
invented by German science, and executed by German 
practicality. 

* * 

And the whole world is amazed. Humanity is wring- 
ing its hands over the gigantic graveyard, afflicted with 
ineffable misery, as presented to-day by the whole of 
Europe. With a feeling of horror and detestation it re- 
gards the creators of all these monstrosities, who are de- 
stroying the acquisitions of many centuries, who devastat- 
ed the fertile fields, reduced thousands of cities and towns 
to ashes and ruins, caused the death of millions of pecple, 
and maimed many more millions for the balance of their 
lives; and for the decades and generations to come they 
leave the horrible apparition of the present war. Perhaps 
traces of this wholesale butchery shall never be obliterat- 
ed from the human mind. And centuries from now people 
shall look at them and say: “Here passed, here were the 
Germans." 

And the Germans shall think, speak, and write of 
themselves that it was German glory, German virtue, 
German valor, that caused German patriotism to under- 
go such boundless sacrifice. They will teach in their 
schools these German feats of arms, they will corrupt and 
poison, God knows how many future generations, in order 
to further this Raubritter tradition and trammel the 
genuine civilization of mankind. 

Why, already to-day in Germany you see, hear, read 
and feel the trend of this spirit — everywhere, in all the 
circles, spheres and strata of the nation, there is found 
in this respect an inconceivable solidarity, a deplorable 
level of ideals. The foremost German firms and lite'ary 
names emulate to glorify the skill of the German Knecht 
and to extoll the efficiency of the German methods of war- 
fare. The entire press, without any exception, enlisted 
in this official servility and military  lick-spittling; art 
and science completely sold themselves thereto; the whole 
German-Prussian spirit dedicated itself to—this low ideal; 
and its entire creative thought degenerated as the result 
of this war Gospel and of their perfidy which seemed to 
be in innate characteristic. R 

Let us look at this spirit, at the traits of this method 
of thought, and we shall bee awe-stricken and helpless 
with wonder, comingled with amazement, over this in- 
conceivable and unintelligible derangement of the 
spirituality not only of individuals, but of the collective 
German people. In fear the world regards this phenom- 
enon, questioning whither it goes, what shall be the ul- 
timate result, where is the end and limit of this terrible 
social possession, of this blindedness to its criminality, 
of this frenzy, which is intelligible with individuals, and 
even to certain groups, but not in the case of one of the 
greatest and most vital of nations. History has no such 

(Continued on p. 10) 


FREE POLAND 7 


Reflections on the Polish Problem 


Bp Jan KUCHARZEWSKI 


(Translated from the French by JOHN S. FURROW) 


v 
Poland and its Rulers 


WJHE three co-partitioning powers were clearly 
convinced that in order to justify the oppress- 
ion of the nation , they must find something 
other than the incessant harking back to the 
pretended national vices of the Poland of the 18th cen- 
tury. It would have been unrighteous to ascribe the 
errors of their ancestors to the generations born after 
the partitions. It is, then, necessary to find pretexts 
of a later date. They concocted, therefore, an argument 
as supple as it was unjustifiable. They pretended that 
the dominant powers were full of good-will to this un- 
fortunate nation, but that, through the immoderate 
exigencies and continual armed insurrections, it itself 
compromised and aggravated the situation. Only recently 
we have ourselves found the echo of these insinuations 
in one of the works of a French author who enjoys, it 
seems, the reputation of a historian. 

This writer does not hesitate to affirm that the Rus- 
sian government frequently accorded self-rule to the Poles, 
but that they themselves through their insatiability and 
aspiring to a complete independence brought the attempt 
to naught. 

But even if this had been true, would not these aspira- 
tions have been lawful and natural? The advantages ob- 
tained applying solely to one part of their ancient ter- 
ritory, would not the Poles have been justified in their 
desire to see them extended to all portions of their dis- 
membered fatherland ? 

And is it not also astonishing that a foreign author, 
having only very superficial notions of Poland, arrogates 
to himself the right of admonishing the entire nation and 
is angry with himself that she has not abandoned her 
inner and sacred aspirations to independence? 

As to those who formulate this kind of reproaches, if 
they wish to prove that the Polish people had never a 
clear idea of what was realizable at a given moment, they 
knowingly alter an historical truth. It is false to say 
that the people rejected without due consideration all the 
concessions which the dominant states had offered them. 

It is unjust to represent this nation as ultra-republican 
and fixedly irreconcilable. We have sufficient proof in the 
attitude of the Poles of Austrian Galicia during the half- 
century of its autonomous existence. "They appreciated 
the advantages which had been granted them and became 
in the monarchy an element of order, of loyalty and of 
pacific work without, however, renouncing their sacred and 
time-honored claims of a nation. 

Besides, in the two other co-partitioning States, there 
Was created a vicious circle for the Poles; they were op- 
pressed and exasperated through vexations without num- 
ber, fomenting general discontent, and consequently ad- 
vantage was taken of manifestations of this discontent in 
order to justify new repressive measures. 

> * us 

The vicissitudes of Poland under the triple domina- 
tion gave them the sad conviction that the lot of the na- 
tion did not nearly always depend on its attitude, and 
that, under the terrible yoke of oppressive regime, even 


when showing excessive adaptability and docility, they 
could not do anything for the improvement of their fate. 
If the dominant governments, though inspired by the spirit 
of oppression, had recourse to concession, they ever 
granted it according to their own views, and above all 
under the influence of their foreign policy, without the 
least care for the anterior disposition of the Polish nation 
and its sentiments. In order to better appreciate the jus- 
tice of this assertion, it is necessary briefly to examine 
the situation under the three powers. 

* * * 


In Prussia, it is only too clear that the system of 
extermination, as applied to the Poles, was not caused by 
their insurrectionary attempts.. There were occasionally 
repeated, it is true, the stereotyped phrases dealing with 
the “Polish intrigue”, but it was evident that the original 
transgression of the nation consisted in its vitality. The 
loyalty of the people did not prevent the government from 
enacting exceptional measures and aggravating the inten- 
sity of oppression. This loyalty even encouraged, in some 
measure, the government. Let us cite an example. March 
18, 1867, the Poles protested against their incorporation 
in the German Confederation of the North. Bismarck re- 
proached them with ingratitude, while recalling that “des- 
pite the encouragements that they received, despite the 
insurrections which burst out during the fifteen years in 
the other parts of their fatherland, the Poles under the 
Prussian domination did not allow themselves to be won 
over in great numbers to the insurrectionary ideas.” 

Therefrom he drew the conclusion that the Polish- 
Prussian subjects were satisfied with their lot, employing 
their loyalty to their detriment. 

Finally, in the last times, they did not cease to pre- 
tend that the oppressive measures were a governmental 
reaction against the underhand dealings of the Poles. 
They became more sincere and contented themselves with 
assigning the motivation of their measures of extermina- 
tion to the phantom of the Polish peril, caused by 
the sterling qualities of the nation, by its vitality, valor, 
perseverance. 

The Prussian system applied in Poland is only too 
well known in the whole civilized world. The proscription 
of the Polish language in the elementary schools and 
school prayers, the law of forced expropriation of lands 
appertaining to Poland, the action of the pan-Germanists, 
the repression of all kinds have acquired a notoriety too 
extended and too widely advertised to be repeated here. 

It is not difficult to learn that the Polish situation 
in Austria was not in reference to their attitude to the 
government. This attitude was, after the partitions, per- 
fectly loyal, but it did not prevent the government from 
exercising against the Poles a system of ill-will and re- 
pression. The change of the political state is, in a degree, 
the result of the constitutional movement and decentraliza- 
tion which was conspicuous after the defeats of 1859 and 
1866. It was due to sudden change in the foreign politics 
of the monarchy, a change which made its way after the 
forced renunciation of the German Confederacy. The 
Poles knew how to seize the favorable moment and how 
to profit thereby, but their attitude was rather 

(Continued on page 12). 
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| Remember | 


Poland asks to be reconstituted along the lines of 
justice and fair play to all. $ 


Poland demands peace with freedom. 

Poland, as a buffer State, will be one of the greatest 
guardians for the future peace of Europe. 

In fact, Poland “asks nothing for herself but what 


| she has a right to ask for humanity itself.” | 


Helping Poland 


THE POLES of America have strained every point 
to relieve the dire distress of their brethren abroad. 
Such powerful organizations as the Polish National 
Alliance, Polish Roman Catholic Union, Polish Women’s 
Alliance, Polish National Council and Polish Central Re- 
lief Committee, have been most active in contributing to 
the Polish Victims’ Relief Fund. 

There are over twenty million Poles in the war zone, 
but there is no Polish nation. They are between the mill- 
stones of huge contending armies, some of them, as we 
know, forced to stand with Austria, some with Germany 
and some with Russia, but really no great nation or party 
to the great conflict now in progress stands by Poland 
as a friend and ally. 

The Polish organizations have jointly gone one step 
farther and communicated with the proper authorities to 
urge that they use their good office to remove the embargo 
on food stuffs, so that provisions could be sent to Poland. 

The cablegram sent Jan. 10, 1916 to Prime Minister 
Asquith reads as follows: 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY 
II. ASQUITH, Prime Minister 
Downing Street, London, England. 


The undersigned, duly elected officers of legally con- 
sultuted organizations, numbering half million American 
citizens, representatives of four million Polish speaking 
residents of the United States, hereby most respectfully 


present a unanimous request to His Majesty’s Government 
that the blockade against ships carrying provisions and 
clothing consigned from the United States and destined 
for the war-stricken districts of Poland, be raised, and 
vessels carrying such cargo, be permitted to disembark at 
the harbor of Danzig or some other suitable inhabitants of 
that part of Poland devastated by war. 

We base this request upon the broadest demands of 
humanity. The terrors of war visited upon the innocent 
peaceful population of Poland have been augmented by 
famine, pestilence and death. One third of a generation, 
the youngest, has practically ceased to exist. The remain- 
ing youth, old men and women, are now upon the threshold 
of actual extinction by starvation, disease and exposure. 
The world cannot countenance the termination of an entire 
nation in such excruciating agony. 

The ways of diplomatic discourse are too slow in the 
presence of such calamity. Death would win the race. We 
believe action must begin at once. In this honest belief, 
we appeal most respectfully to the sense of justice and 
humanity of the Great British nation. 

Out of the stricken district forming historical Poland, 
two and a half million men have been called to fight for 
the allies’ cause. Over twelve hundred thousand soldiers 
of purest Polish blood have been killed or wounded, and 
now their families are without food or shelter, suffering 
far more than any other victims of the war. As the situa- 
tion there is identical with that of Belgium, the country 
being almost entirely in the hands of the Central Powers, 
we earnestly hope and believe that the English Govern- 
ment’s magnanimity, and your Excellency’s wisdom and 
generosity will accede to our most urgent appeal. 

We are prepared to furnish food and clothing for our 
stricken brethren in Poland,and earnestly request that we 
be permitted to render our kin in Poland immediate assist- 
ance. 

It is our desire and earnest hope that the American 
Commission for Belgium should take charge of the entire 
relief work, thus offering to His Majesty’s Government 
complete and absolute guarantee that food and clothing 
will be distributed only and exclusively among Polish suf- 
ferers in districts devastated by war. 

Now the very life of the people of Poland depend sole- 
ly upon Great Britain, permitting us to send food. We 
trust that the Almighty will inspire His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to grant our request. 

Anxiously awaiting favorable reply, we beg to remain 


Your Excellency’s most 
obedient servants, 


POLISH NATIONAL ALLIANCE 

K. Zychlinski, Pres. 

J. S. Zawilinski, Sec'y. 
POLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION 

Peter 'Rostenkowski, Pres. 

J. S. Konopa, Sec'y. 
POLISH WOMEN'S ALLIANCE 

Anna Neumann, Pres. 

Emily Napieralska, Sec'y. 
POLISH FALCONS ALLIANCE 

Dr. Starzynski, Pres. 

T. Samulski, Sec'y. 
POLISH ALMA MATER 

Julian J. Nejman, Pres. 

M. Brochocki, Sec’y. 
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POLISH UNION OF AMERICA 

Dr. R. Tenerowicz, Pres. 

Jacob Dembiec, Sec’y. 
POLISH NATIONAL COUNCIL 

S. Adamkiewicz, Pres. 

K. Wachtel, Sec’y. 
POLISH UNIFORMED SOCIETIES 

Fr. Porzuczek, Pres. 

A. Czechowicz, Chancellor. 


POLISH CENTRAL RELIEF COM. 
T. M. Helinski, Pres. 
S. Osada, Sec'y. 


ST. JOSEPH'S POLISH UNION 
T. Polanski, Pres. 
A. Kazmierski, Sec'y. 


* * * 


To the British ambassador in Washington the follow- 
ing message was sent: 


To His Excellency The British Ambassador, 
Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, 
Washington, D. C. 

The following cablegram will be filed to Prime 
Minister Asquith, and we bespeak your favorable consider- 
ation, If time permitted, we would have liked to present 
this matter through you, and sincerely hope that you will 
understand the feeling that prompts this action, though 
' it may not be according to diplomatic usage. (Here 
follows text of telegram sent to Mr. Asquith). 

* * * 

Simultaneously the following telegram was sent to 

President Wilson: 


PRESIDENT WOODROW WILSON, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Dear Mr. President:— 

As loyal American citizens we believe it to be our 
duty to advise you of our action undertaken in the endea- 
vor of securing the British Government's consent for the 
raising of the blockade against ships carrying food and 
clothing from the United States to the  war-stricken 
districts in Poland. Millions of innocent sufferers in Pol- 
and are crying for food and clothing. Over half million 
American citizens of Polish birth or extraction bespeak 
your favorable and sympathetic assistance in this human- 
itarian undertaking and ask your kind cooperation in secur- 
ing the Belgian Relief Commission to undertake the dis- 
tribution of this relief. 

A cablegram containing this plea is now on the way 
to His Excellency, Prime Minister Asquith of Great 
Britain, Our action may not conform in every respect to 
diplomatic usage, but it is based unon the desire to come 
to the assistance of our stricken kin in the hour of the 
freatest need. The cablegram referred to reads, as 
follows: (Here follows cablegram to Mr. Asquith). 

* * * 


Mr. Asquith was pleased to send the following com- 
munication (adressed to Mr. K. Zychlinski, president of 
the Polish National Alliance) in answer to the above ap- 
peal of the united Polish organizations: 

I have read with interest the telegram representing 
the views of the Polish organizations in the United States. 

His majesty's government is earnestly considering the 
question of Polish relief in consultation with the French 
government, but they are faced with accumulating evid- 
ence that not only is the present shortage of the neces- 


saries of life in Poland due to the systematic confiscation 
and export of native stocks by the occupying armies, but, 
also, notwithstanding the deplorable condition of the count- 
ry today, this process of spoliation still continues. 

The past history of this process was summarized in 
a report by a leading member of the Polish independence 
party published in our own press last Nowember, and 
evidence of the continuance of these confiscations appears 
daily in the Austrian press. 

Four thousand five hundred wagon loads of potatoes 
were to be sent from Lublin to Vienna last October and 
a decree of Dec. 23 regulates the importation from Poland 
into Austria of cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry, eggs, meat, 
tallow, milk and many other articles, On Nov. 12 the Vien- 
na press announced the arrival of large shipments of geese 
from Poland. 

It is impossible to raise the conclusion that the stop- 
pages of such exports and replacement by Germany and 
Austria of the stocks seized in the past would remove the 
danger of starvation and that little if any importation 
from overseas is necessary. 

The first step to be taken in the interest of Poland is 
the establishment of an organization on the spot to control 
all remaining stocks and to obtain from the German and 
Austrian governments the guarantee of a daily ration to 
the population equivalent to the foodstuffs seized in the 
past. 

In view of what has happened in Belgium, where the 
Germans have used every effort to remove all resource 
of the country not governed by specific guarantees, it is 
certain that any permission to import from overseas 
before these steps have been taken would only stimulate 
the requisition of the enemy by giving him the assurance 
of supplies to replace what he takes. Please accept my 
assurance of the deep sympathy of his majesty’s govern- 
ment. 

H. H. ASQUITH. 


* * * 


Mr. Asquith promises — nothing. He blames the 
Germans for this tragic state of affairs. 

Yet the Polish organizations must strain every of- 
fort to reach the authorities at Washington. Washington, 
in the interest of humanity, should negotiate with both 
Germany and England in order to secure a safe trans- 
portation of supplies to Poland. European officialdom will 
consider appeals, notes, communications only when they 
emanate from official Washington. 


* * * 


As loyal citizens of this Republie, officers of the 
Polish National Council are appealing to the proper Unit- 
ed States authorities to help relieve the tragedy of Poland. 

Mr. S. Adamkiewicz received from Governor 
Dunne, of Illinois, a copy of a joint resolution passed by 
the second special session of the Forty-Ninth General 
Assembly to relieve the suffering in Poland. 

Tre resolution reads: 

WHEREAS, the people of Poland are suffering and 
dying from starvation and exposure, on account of the 
ravages of war; and, 

WHEREAS, the suffering from the widespread want 
and destitution is far beyond the ability of the people of 
Poland to alleviate and relieve; and 
WHEREAS, our country holds in loving remembrance the 
valuable assistance rendered to the American people during 
the Revolutionary War by the Polish people, and parti- 
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cularly the Polish patriots, Tadeusz Kościuszko and Count 
Casimir Pulaski, the latter having given his life for our 
country, dying from wounds received in the siege of Savan- 
nah, Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, the people of the State of Illinois owe 
a depth of gratitude to the Polish people for their as- 
sistance, the services of these noble patriots, and also for 
the many men and women who have left Poland to become 
worthy and loyal citizens of our country; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, by the Senate of the State of Illinois, 
the House of Representatives concurring, that we appeal 
to the people of the State of Illinois, urging them to give 
of their bounty, for the relief of the sufferings of the 
people of Poland; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Governor appoint a committee 
of three citizens to receive all moneys and supplies for 
that purpose; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that said committee of three citizens 
shall expend all moneys received for that purpose for the 
purchase of supplies; and that all such supplies received, 


or purchased from moneys received for that purpose, shall 
be transmitted by said committee of three citizens to the 
proper authorities in Poland, for the relief of the suffer- 
ings of the people of Poland; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Governor be requested to com- 
municate with President of the United States to urge that 
he use his good office to remove the embargo on food 
stuffs, so provisions can be sent to Poland. 


* * * 


Food is scarce in Poland. There are no Polish child- 
ren under seven years of age. More than 1,200,000 Poles, 
impressed in the Russian armies, have been killed or 
wounded. Over 5,000,000 have vanished. And famine and 
ineffable misery stalk through the devastated land. 

Bread is scarce in Poland. Therefore, let us raise a 
hue and cry to help remove the embargo on food stuffs. 
It means the saving of our brethren from dire starvation. 

Cannot “man’s inhumanity to man" stop to save at 
least an innocent people from practical annihilation ? 


FUROR TEUTONICUS 


(Continued from p. 6) 


parallel — therein is no testimony nor record of any such 
collective criminal insanity of so many millions of people. 

Let us look more closely at the different phases of 
this national frenzy. Even the most decent of the German 
press deify, for instance the conquest of Serbia, that 
unfortunate country which found itself helpless before the 
combined German, Austrian and Bulgarian forces. We 
understand, let us say, the strategic necessity of this con- 
quest, but we fail to understand how this unequal combat 
can be termed an act of heroism, for chivalry requires, as 
one of its fundamentals of fair combat, justice and equal 
chances for both opponents..... 

* * 

But the Germans have styled as heroic even what con- 
stitutes plain murder, not to mention these gigantic 
struggles. The frequent submarine attacks of pass:nger 
ships, the repeated ballon raids of localities completely 
devoid of any strategic value, are nothing but plain 
murder. To be sure, war has its dark sides and injury 
is inevitable; but in Germany the entire press, the opinion 
of the entire German community rejoice over the sinking 
of the Lusitania, or over the hundreds of victims of the nu- 
merous aerial raids — they rejoice and term as acts of 
heroism these oft-repeated murders. 

Let us take another example. It is an accepted cus- 
tom among cultural peoples not to scoff at the conquered 
adversary, such sneering being considered inhuman. 
But if we study the present German humor, we must needs 
burst with anger upon reading the ponderous and vile 
fancy of the German humorous weeklies as displayed in 
their offensive and absurd attempts to mock the enemy. 
You would say that this is done only by Prussian period- 
icals. Alas, if we look through the humorous publications 
of Munich (hence, South-German), we find that they even 
excel in this particular manner of composition. 

* * 


And in their perfidy the Germans are losing control 
over their own action and understanding, which already 
borders upon the insane; and the rest of the world must 
needs be insane if it would give credence and justification 


to this German argumentation and procedure... Therefore, 
there is created in Germany a whole literature which aims 
to prove that the war was not brought about by the Ger- 
mans, — whereas their method of action is the only logic- 
al proof of the truism that hie fecit, cui prodest... Ger- 
many alone was prepared for war, while its enemies, even 
at this late period, and with all the greater difficulty be- 
cause in the midst of war, are making and completing 
their preparations. The Germars from the very begin- 
ning entered upon the path of lawlessness — upon the in- 
vasion of Belgium, but they paid no regard for another's 
injury. It is characteristic that the word Schadenfreude 
is to be found only in the Prussian dictionary. 

And now, after a year and half of war, when there 
spread rumors of peace, the Germans, having seized 
stretches of land almost equal in area to their 
country, proclaim through their officialdom 
that they shoulder no further responsibility for the war, 
as they are willing to negotiate peace, proposals cf which 
they soon await from the enemy. As if they were also 
waiting that France should sign quitclaim to Alsace and 
Lorraine and the northern provinces; that Belgium should 
renounce its very existence and that Poland should for- 
swear even its hopes and aspirations! The Germans are 
ready to discuss peace, amid these conditions — further 
responsibility falls on the shoulders of the victims and 
not of the wrong-doers, pillagers and invaders... This is an 
example of German reasoning. 


To complete the inner picture of the German mind, 
let us yet glance at the Germans removed from the war 
center — for instance, at those living in America. 


Ocular examples will perhaps best illustrate the 
point. There are exhibited moving pictures, depicting the 
war at the front. We pass over the noticeable detail that 
French pictures, for instance, impress the spectator as 
wholly frank, natural, faithful, unpretentious prepara- 
tions, warmly taken from the life, whereas the German 
pictures convey the effect of stage direction. We cre also 
aware of the suspicions that those German pictures are 
not altogether an innocent reproduction of mere reality, 
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put they are also a well planned propaganda of Deutsch- 
tum in a foreign country, calculated to disseminate pro- 
German sympathies, — more far-reaching than the ap- 
plause of on-lookers in theatres, because aiming at the 
munition plants, the press, the leading factors of public 
opinion. German sympathizers — the German govern- 
ment is not sparing of expense — will force German ideals 
in the news papers, oppose undesirable enactments of the 
government, thwart the friendly relations with the Allies, 
and now and then successfully prevent shipment of mil- 
itary supplies to the Allies. In fact, we already meet 
with many facts and happenings, explicable on the sur- 
face, but strongly falling under the aforementioned field 
of activity. 
But that is not our matter. 


That the belligerent may have the right of legitimate- 
ly creating public opinion and sympathy, is easily under- 
stood; it is, however, more difficult to understand the 
bullying insolence of German-Americans in their furious 
ill-will towards Washington, solely because the national 
authorities are not to their mind, and are unwilling to 
be modeled along the Prussian paragon of Kultur. It is 
known that the Germans have developed a gigantic cam- 
paign, hostile to the government of the United States, 
aiming, as it were, to found a state within a state. No 
other nationality, represented in this country, has suc- 
ceeded in organizing so intensive an activity on behalf 
of the war across the oceans as have the Germans. Even 
this activity would be intelligible, if it would not encroach 
upon the most vital interests of this republic and violate 
the spirit and principle of its constitution. 


But let us return to our moving pictures. We have 
seen them with our own eyes, we have not missed a single 
series, and we have a well-grounded opinion with regard 
to the exhibition and the sentiment of the German-Amer- 
jeans. We have seen how our fellow-citizens, G»rmans, 
applauded the dreadful and sorrowful pictures of war: 
when the film showed the fallen enemy, or when the Ger- 
man soldiers derisively led throngs of harassed prisoners 
of war. We have heard them laugh when the film showed 
a group of Germans in the act of stealing the only cow 
of a poor Polish family, the woman, surrounded by her 
children, tearfully mourning her loss; for the children 
milk is indispensable, and thousands of Polish children 
have died for lack of that necessary article of food, ac- 
cording to the latest reports. “There are no small Polish 
children", wrote Shaw. But the soldiers were laughing, 
and having milked the cow, they lap this precious fluid 
to the aecompaniment of the tragic weeping of the mother 
and her children. And the German-Americans, evidently 
considering this act a huge stroke of humor, burst out with 
laughter until their hands were well-righ swollen with the 
repeated clapping. They continued their thunderous ap- 
plause at the sight of tragic processions of fugitives from 
Warsaw — where on one hay-wagon was showed the cold 
corpse of a child in its mother’s arms, where there were 
Seen groups of bare-footed, tattered and hungry boys, 


standing in the nasty weather of autumn and gazing at 
the German armored automobiles. There you see looming 
up the spectre of terror, tears, famine, death; and here 


they almost shout applause. And then, to cap the climax, 
doubtless for the edification of us free men, or perhaps 
to strike terror into the hearts of us citizens of this great 
Republic, the screen shows the portrait of William II... 
Thereupon followed a veritable explosion of German en- 
thusiasm: the Germans, no more German-Americans, no 
more our fellow-citizens rise from their seats and do hom- 
age to this self-styled “Prince of Peace” by a series of 
acclamations, guttural vociferations and deafening ap- 
plauses, and this is happening in this country, which is 
liberated from the ancient monarchical superstitions and 
survivals and is dedicated to the principle of a government 
by the people, for the people and through the people... 
We listen, we rub our eyes — and then clinch our fists: 


* * 


And we again stand helpless in our wonder at this 
phenomenon, asking, what is the reason therefor? Mad, 
or possessed? They say it is patriotism. Then really we 
do not know what patriotism is? But if the majority is 
in the right, then the world is correct in branding the 
Germans aS modern barbarians. 

There still remains one question: In contemplating 
any phenomenon, the human mind is wont to reach at the 
cause thereof; therefore, in our case we inquire, what is 
the real cause of this Furor Teutonicus? 

We have mentioned that it lies in the specific qual- 
ities of the German spirit — it appeared in the dawn of 
German history, in the earliest example of German spir- 
itual creativeness, in such instances as the Knights of 
the Cross, the Raubritter and Frederick II. Through the 
course of their history there is woven the blood-stained 
thread of conquest, of cruel engrossment, of extortionate 
tendencies to grow rich even at the expense of murder, 
which is later eulogized and extolled to the skies. 

This spirit, this tendency is still manifest in our days. 
It is exemplified in the German government, which sesm- 
ingly constitutional, is at bottom a par-excellence imperial 
corporation founded on militarism. We have recently seen 
a German illustration underscored: “Why we win war?” 
The picture shows a number of German brats playing 
soldiers and practicing in the cruel art of war, in order 
some day all the more efficiently to spread the Gospel 
of Kultur. In Germany everything and everybody is sub- 
ordinated to the ends and purposes of war; the school, the 
youth, the various officia] departments are all bent and 
irained to idealize the uniform which enjoys special priv- 
ileges, such as are to be found nowhere else in the world. 

This apotheosis of the mailed fist is the offspring of 
German psychology; under its symbol the German spirit 
remains, acts, fights and strikes terror into the world and 
its people. 

Kipling, in his poem from the first days of the war, 
says: 

Once more we hear the word 
That sickened earth of old— 
No law except the sword, 

Unsheathed and uncontrolled. 


KAROL WACHTEL. 
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Reflections on the Polish Problem 


(Continued from page 7.) 
a consequence than cause of change in the policy of the 
government. At all events, their loyal declarations could 
only find an echo and produce the desired effect in the 
atmosphere and under the impression of the grand events 
of the general policy. 


* * x 


The situation of the Poles under the Russian sceptre 
demands particular attention. First, because actually 
in Western Europe, especially in France, the Polish pro- 
blem was often reduced to the question of amelioration of 
relations between Russia and Poland. 

Afterwards, it is to Russia that fell due after the par- 
tition the most important parts of Poland both in point of 
territorial extent, population and natural resources. It is 
there that is found the center of gravity of the nation, 
and it is there that several times were decided, by force 
of arms, the destinies of Poland. 

Finally, in Russian Poland there were two short pe- 
riods of oppression. And it is not without interest to 
examine the real causes of these changes. 


* * * 


Let us lay aside the epoch which followed immediate- 
ly upon the partitions and which was one of vigorous 
Russification; the accession to the throne of Alexander 
I, which brought a certain relaxation. Let us begin with 
the Congress of Vienna which reunited the Kingdom of 
Poland with Russia. The two periods of concessions of 
which we have made mention were those from 1815 to 1830 
and 1861 to 1863; the periods of repressions which followed 
them lasted: the first from 1831 to 1861, the second from 
1863 to our days. 


The repressions exercised during these two periods 
were occasionally represented by the oppressors as a 
necessary consequence of the Polish insurrections of 1830 
and 1868. We shall not here ascertain whether these 
atrocious reprisals were a means well chosen 
to secure the attachment of the population and to prerseve 
the state from new insurrections. We shall learn that they 
never refrained from suppressing the insurrection by force 
of arms and bloodshed, and from suppressing the political 
liberties, so dreadful in the eyes of the despotic govern- 
ment. The government inaugurated each time a systemat- 
ic method of oppression and gradual and progressive 
Russification. It was not only to establish Russian 
prestige in Poland, but also to weaken, to degrade and 
disorganize the nation, to introduce the Russian element, 
the Russian tongue, the Russian spirit, in all the branches 
of public life, and to shut in the Polish life in the narrow 
circle of family relations and strictly private intercourse. 

During the period of 1831-1861, the attitude of the 
Polish people was perfectly loyal. In 1846 a national in- 
surrection burst out in the Republic of Cracow and in 
Austrian Poland; it had no repercussion in the Kingdom 
of Poland. In 1848 the revolutionary movement swayed 
almost all peoples; it found an echo in Austrian and 
Prussian Polands where a serious uprising took place; 
Russian Poland remained quiet. During the Crimean war, 
the western powers counted on an isurrectionary move- 
ment in Poland; the times were extremely propitious 
therefor. The bulk of the Russian army was engrossed in 
terrible struggles, and Austria assumed a menacing at- 
titute; the peace of the Kingdom of Poland was unruffled. 


The police, extremely vigilant, dealing  vigorcusly with 
the lease sign of disturbance, during this period could only 
uncover a few insignificant complots participated in by 
a handful of youth. And moreover, this attitude of the 
people did not ameliorate its plight. The successor of 
Nicholas I, Alexander II, came to Warsaw and pronounced 
his famous address of May 23, 1856, where the words "no 
dreams" were repeated twice, followed by a severe admoni- 
tion: “The wellfare of Poland depends on its entire fusion 
with the peoples of my empire. That which my father 
did is well done: I will maintain the system." 


The reforms of 1861-62 were issued due to a concur- 
rence of circumstances, which had reference to foveign 
statecraft and were granted precisely at a period when 
serious outbreaks and anti-governmental manifestations 
took place in the Kingdom of Poland. 


The perfect loyalty of the Polish people during the 
half-century consequent upon the year 1863 was unable 
to stop the incessant march of Russificatory measures and 
of exceptional laws. On the contrary, Polish complaint 
was stamped the product of the imagination of several hot- 
heads, while the masses were plainly satisfied with their 
lot. 

(To be continued) 
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A Chapter from Count Stanislaus Tarnowski’s 
History of Polish Literature 


(Translated from the Polish by C. Smogor) 


E cannot begin to narrate the history of Polish 
| literature from the old pre-Christian era, nor do 
we attempt to unravel from the folk-lore of to- 
day what kind of element it embodied, for these 
are, at most, but feeble conjectures of what was at one 
time going on in the pagan Slavic and, therefore, un- 
Polish state of our people. Neither can we date our lit- 
erature from the moment when the newly created knights 
of our already established kingdom burst forth, as the 
legend would have it, in a battle hymn to the Mother 
of God 1); nor yet can we claim as the beginning of Polish 
literature that period in which a foreign chronicler wrote 
his impressions of the splendid achievements of the chiv- 
alrous Boleslaus 2). Neither can we accept as the dawn 
of Polish literature that period in our national history 
when a Polish monk3), according to the then prevailing 
western fashion, began to write in Latin what he learned 
or remembered of his country's past; nor shall we take the 
echoes of those historic songs which broke upon the ears 
of the chroniclers of the XVI century, but which reached 
us only in fragments they themselves composed, as a sign 
of an awakened national spirit expressing itself in writ- 
ing; nor yet shall we regard the first translation of the 
Bible, the Psalter of Queen Margaret, or the Bible of 
Queen Sohpie, as that first milestone whence the journey 
of our literature takes its course 4). 

| ‘We are not in possession of the popular poetry of the 
time; that of to-day may open the field to a very laborious, 
still very partial and doubtful study as to what precisely 
were its primitive constituent elements prior to the es- 
tablishment of the Christian religion, but yet this does 
not give us the right to speak of an ancient, instinctive 
popular poetry. To speak of literature without any vis- 
ible, material object, without any work whatever, a fra- 
gment, or even a trace of any work, would be entircly as 
van as to suppose the existence of an event, devoid if 
even a legendary tradition, which may have occurred, but 
Which slipped irretrievably into oblivion. The traditicn of 


T———— —-—— 


1) The hymn to the Mother of God— Bogurodzica -according to 
Brueckner Was composed by a Franciscan monk, Bogufal, for St. Kinga. 
This is a distinct blow to the old tradition that the hymn was written 
by St, Adalbert, the patron Saint of Poland and Apostle of Prussia. 
Prof. Brueckner has, moreover, settled, beyond doubt, the question of 
authenticity, maintaining that the Franciscan monk wrote the first 
Wo stanzas, while the other stanzas are an outgrowth of a later time. 
nce manuseript of this song, preserved in the University of 
" apn ains but two stanzas, of which the first is directed to the 
h Bs. Other and the second to God, the Father, but the manuscript 
xy dently only a copy of the original, dating to the middle of the 
4 century. The hymn was sung on the battlefield of Gruenwald, 
“vere the Teutonic Knights were defeated with their German cohorts ; 
koa intoned by Card. Zbigniew Oleśnicki at the coronation of 
P eg a Polish-Hungarian King, in the cathedral of Cracow, 
nd it is still Sung to-day each Sunday at the cathedral of Gnesen. 
—Translator. 
pe Ried Bentlip on account of a deformity in the lips. Martin 
care Tom all accounts a Frenchman, compiled a history of Poland, 

cing the events of Boleslaus reign to the year of 1113.— 
Translator, 
T n Vincent Kadluhek, bishop of Cracow (+ 1223), who later joined 
wey chronicles the events of the reign of Casimir the Just. 
“ td the close of the same century Martin Polonus, a Dominican 
‘1 1280), became famous for his chronicle of the Popes and Emperors, 


our knighthood singing the hymn to the Mother of God, 
is undoubtedly a clue, nay more, it is in reality a proof 
that our nation had already acquired a historical, polit- 
ical and civilizing significance, but this clue by no means 
indicates or proves that there were germs of any literary 
value at all. Nor does a sporadic chronicler, of foreign 
descent, who details the confiicts and triumphs of his es- 
teemed prince supply these materials. And even when 
at a much later, very much later period, a native Pole, 
Kadlubek, undertakes to write a chronicle, he will only 
demonstrate that civilization itself, yes, that the neces- 
sity of writing, and recording events of history, made in 
the meantime some progress, that this fact was acknow- 
ledged by the native inhabitants, but even he will not 
constitute a type of literary activity, since he will be the 
exception, without company and without successors, a 
some kind of beginning without continuity; hence he will 
not be: without any value to history for the reason that 
he relates a number of important events, with- 
out any value to the history of literature, because there 
was no such history at the time. In a word, there is no 
literature without a continuity, without an uninterrupted 
connection of writers. Such sporadic writers indicate, in- 
deed, that literature may be developed here at some dist- 
ant future, but what they write is not literature, is not 
even its beginning. 

And this application holds in regard to those frag- 
ments of Polish song and those rather late versions of 
the Holy Scriptures into Polish. Important and interest- 
ing as they are, as ancient specimens of our language for 
its history, for literature they are no objects of fascina- 
tion. Some of them are so sordid and meager that their 
meaning and form cannot be determined; others, again, 
are translations into the mother tongue of forms and 
ideas borrowed elsewhere. 

Ages, therefore, and long centuries roll by from the 
baptism of Miecislaus to the baptism of Jagiello, and a 
good deal longer still, and yet we have no right to speak 


which was reprinted even 300 years later. The XIV century can boast 
of hut one chronicler John of Czarnkovo, an archdeacon, of Gnesen, 
who, however, surpasses all his former rivals from the point of view 
of style and ripe judgment in political matters.—Translator. 

4) While the Latin language was dominant among the educated, 
the vernacular was not altogether forgotten for obvious reasons, The 
ecclesiastical authority was bound to make the doctrines of the Church 
understood even by the uneducated masses in the administration of 
the sacraments and the various practices of devotion. The same 
applies to civil authority in dealing with the subjects in the Latin 
tongue. Hence we find extant numerous linguistic documents in 
Polish of great antiquity. The Latin texts of the XIV and XV cent- 
uries are replete in the margin with Polish words and phrases. Con- 
sult Baudouin de Courtenay on the Glosses, Thaddeus Wojciechowski, 
Lelewel, Maciejowski, Hube, Helcel ete. Thus, to the XIV century 
belong the Holy Cross Sermons discovered by Prof. Brueckner in the 
library of St. Petersburg, 1890; the general confession and the Lord's 
prayer contained in a manuscript at the University of Cracow; the 
Psalter of Queen Margaret, found in the library of St. Florian'a 
Abbey (near Lintz) by Rev. Chmel, the librarian.— The XV century 
abounds in more numerous literary remnants, as: the translation of 
the Statutes, published by Lelewel 1824, the Gnesen Sermons, pre- 
served in the cathedral of Gnesen, the Bible of Queen Sophie at 
Saros, Nagypatak in Hungary, the Pulaski Psalter at the Czartoryski 
Muzeum in Cracow, the Prayer Book of Queen Hedwig, the Magde- 
burg court decisions.—Translator. 
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of Polish literature. There is literature when works are 
preserved in the native tongue through oral transmission 
(as the Saga in German), or when a nation begins to 
write, not at one particular time, nor as an individual oc- 
casionally, but steadily, out of a sheer necessity to write 
something common to many, to a majority, and on all sub- 
jects embraced by the mind of man or by science, by per- 
sonal and social life as well. 

Whence it follows that our literature begins really in 
the XVI century, for prior to that time there were but 
germs and roots of what was in due course of time to 
grow and flourish. That is rather late, and a Pole who 
will reflect on this, who will call to mind how German 
literature from the Gothic days continues to thrive with- 
out a break, and English literature from the Saxon, if 
not the Celtic times, how the literature of the Latin races 
had left behind a long history, a mighty series of changes, 
even of epochs, and not a few names immortal for all 
ages to come, when he did not even begin to write, or 
think, he feels, at the first instant, greatly humbled and 
shamed. However, there is no cause for it. He is the 
youngest of all the western nations, he entered later in- 
to the world of history, he lived, moreover, in the farth- 
est corner of that European world and consequently he 
received the rays of light at the latest hour. Hence the 
youthfulness of his civilization, by means of which Szuj- 
ski interpreted quite a number of puzzling affairs in his 
history, explains also why he could not have a translation 
of the Bible co-eval with Ulfilas, nor hear the songs of the 
Troubadours and Minnesingers, nor yearn for the sonnets 
of Petrarch, the novels of Boccacio and much less for the 
Divina Commedia of Dante 


In view of. the late beginning and of the geograph- 
ical position of Poland it must be admitted that her hist- 
ory was bound to have a different character; her life 
needs different conditions; her conflicts different ef- 
fects from those in the west and south. Those older na- 
tions not only developed earlier, but developed simultane- 
ously at an equal pace like students of one class; thus 
they were more or less on an equal plane of civilization 
whether we study them from the viewpoint of law, know- 
ledge and manners, or from their social and political or- 
ganization. When wars broke out among them, the ef- 
fects were political only, the warring nations could change 
their relative power, but the results of those wars were 
never civilizing factors, for they could not change nor 
lower the standard of civilization. With us it was dif- 
ferent. Scarcely had the primal seed of the future king- 


dom been planted, when, in order to maintain its life, it 
became necessary to be on guard and to wage war in 
two sides for the purpose of protecting the interests of 
the Slavs, along the shores of the Elbe from the ever 
greedy proclivities of the strong and enlightened organ- 
ism of the German empire and from the rougher neigh- 
bors of the east and north. By his conversion to Christ- 
ianity Miecislaus shielded himself from both sides. The 
western enemies had no longer a pretext for making in- 
roads and fresh conquests, and the eastern were res- 
trained by the strong arms of Miecislaus, seconded by the 
new order of things introduced from Western Europe. 
This step was so wisely taken and was so highly fortu- 
nate that straightway the successor of Miecislaus was 
not only enabled to free himself from the yoke which his 
father was compelled to endure, but to win the crown and 
become the head of the nation, in fact, the most potent, 
formidable and conquering genius on every side. But our 
Boleslaus the Brave, as Charles the Great in the west, 
anteceded by far too much his own community and creat- 
ed an order of affairs which without a strong and guid- 
ing head it was not able to sustain. Strengthened and 
better organized, advanced to a higher position, 
the kingdom with his demise merged rapidly into the con- 
dition it occupied before, into the necessity of maintain- 
ing a continuous defence against the encroachments of 
the empire on the one hand and the smaller neighbors, 
such as the Bohemians, Russians, Lithuanians and Prus- 
sians on the other. With varying fortune amid short in- 
tervals of suspense the conflict rages without abatement. 
All hostilities bear unmistakable proofs that the king- 
dom is clearly a distinct power, though the nation is still 
but weakly rooted and in an unfinished stage of develop- 
ment. Each war with Russia and Prussia is a defence of 
a civilization already acquired and advanced to the east, 
which stubbornly resists to withdraw from the limits to 
the center whence it sprang. The division of territory 
among the sons of Boleslaus the Wry-lipped, natural as it 
seemed to be from the ideas which then prevailed, added 
to the situation still greater evils and most deadly 
perils. Quite naturally the division of power paved the 
way to unprincipled rivalry, to civil wars, and compacts 
which, while serving the interests of one or the other of | 
the Piast regions, must have damaged the unity, and pol- 
itical independence of the nation and kingdom. 

This partly accounts why Polish literature began to 
flourish at so late a date. 


in the next issue. 


Note to Our Readers— 


John S. Furrow's article on the Ukraine will appear in No. 11. 


Mrs. H. Piotrowska's version of Sieroszewski's "Offering" will appear 
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CULLED FROM THE PRESS 


The CHICAGO POST contained the following eloquent 
editorial: 


President Wilson has set apart New Year’s day as a 
day of special benevolence for the cause of suffering Po- 
land. 


The generosity of America has found many outlets in 
Europe. Belgium and Serbia have occasion to think with 
gratitude of the United States. The plight of Poland is 
as desperate as that of either of these two countries and 
has received only a tithe of the consideration bestowed 
upon them. 


There is abundance in America. Not one of us but 
can spare some part of our plenty for the relief of suf- 
fering. In Poland hundreds of thousands of people are 
homeless: starvation is accounting for innumerable 
deaths; the bitterness of winter assails young and old 
pitilessly; disease follows in the pathway of want and 
hunger. We may not lessen our care of our own; we 
must retain our interest in the needs of Belgium and 
Serbia; but we cannot withhold from Poland the help it 
prays for. 

It is America’s highest privilege to serve the world’s 
oppressed in this tragic hour. Let us make New Year’s 
day a day of new hope for the heroic land that gave Am- 
erica Kosciuszko. 


* * 


In the CHICAGO JOURNAL we find the following: 


After the Romans had crushed Macedonia at the 
battle of Pydna, they devised a clever plan for looting 
the country of its last drachma before annexing it to the 
Roman dominions. They divided it into four districts, and 
prohibited the inhabitants of each district from traveling 


or trading in any other. Roman merchants, however, 
were allowed to cross the borders at will. The result was 
that these merchants had an air-tight, rock-ribbed, sword- 
supported monopoly, and they reduced the country to utter 
beggary before a wiser statesmanship broke up the 
Scheme. 


According to a member of the Polish independence 
party, Germany has managed Poland much as Rome hand- 
led Macedonia, though modern improvements have not 
been lacking. A year ago this winter the German milita- 
ry rulers of so much of Poland as was in their hands 
forbade the transport of food from one district to an- 
other. The natural result was bankruptcy in rural dis- 
tricts and starvation in the industrial towns. Then the 
sole license to trade in grain, flour and provisions in Po- 
land was conferred on a German company, thus complet- 
ing the parallel with Macedonia. It is not often that 
edicts of 2,000 years apart in time agree so perfectly. 


Since that time, of course, all food in Poland has been 
commandeered by the German authorities, and the Poles 
claim that all grain has been sent to Germany, adding 
that the German government has promised to return 80 
per cent of the flour after milling. 


The modern improvements mentioned above are found 
in the treatment of mining and industrial regions. Nearly 
all the coal mines in the Dombrova district of Poland are 
reported to be destroyed, the raw material and machin- 
ery of the Lodz wool and cotton factories have been re- 
quisitioned; and the workmen from these once busy hives 
have been obliged to go to the mines and mills of Germ- 
any to get work. 

There was no one to succor Macedonia in her dis- 


tress, but surely America will not be indifferent to the 
sufferings of Poland. 


aras is 


Mr. ADAM KARCZEWSKI is our Representative 
for the Eastern States, authorized to solicit and col- 
lect subscriptions for **Free Poland". 
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teresting Book 


shows the keen delight and personal satisfaction 
which a musical training will bring you; and how 
Jou can obtain this training easily and thor- 
oughly in your own home at one-quarter the 
usual cost. 

It tells how this most prized of social accom- 
Plishments greatly increases your own enjoy. 
ment of life and the enjoyment of others. It tells of the 
concert career which may be open to you, and how ycu 
can inerense your earning power by giving musical in- 
Etruetion in your spare time. Send for your copy of this 
valunble book today; it is freo. 

Dr. Quinn’s Famous WRITTEN MET 
nas revolutionized the study of music. By the 
we of Dr. Quinn's remarkable device the 
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He Js picked for business leadership—he is selected to fill 
important public positions —he auministers the rights and 
duties of humanity. His knowledge means power—he is a law 
trained man—THE MAN OF THE HOUR. 

Do you want to become aleader of business? Do you want to oc- 
cupy important public office? Are you ambitious to become a lawyer? 
Do you want to become the man of the hour? 

A knowledge of law has provedto be the stepping stone for hun- 
dreds of men—like you—to bigger opportunities—to bigger rewards. 
What these men have dove you can do. 

Our new 165-page book. “The Law Trained Man," tells how a law 
training has helped men to reach important public positions—how 
it has helped men to succeed in business—how it has helped men 
to enter the profession of law—how a law training may easily be 
acquired during spare time at home. Write for your copy today. It'sfree. 


The World's Greatest Home Study Law School 


Blackstone Institute, (including The Sprague Correspondence School 
of Law) has sucessfully trained more than thirty thousand men and 
women in law. It was founded in 1890 and is by far the oldest and 
largest law school for non-resident instruction in the world. Among 
its graduates are the Governor of a state, United States Senators and 
Congressmen, State, County and City officials, many Judges and thou- 
sands of successful Lawyers and business men everywhere. 

If you are unable to attend a resident law school, you can securea 
thoroughly complete and satisfactory law Course and Service at home 
—one that is universally recommended and approved by Bench and 
Bar, Deans and Professors in resident Law Schools and by our Grad- 
uates and Students. Take this opportunity to investigate the 


Modern American 
Law Course and 
Service of 


Blackstone 
Institute 


This Course and Ser- 
vice has been prepared 
for you by eighty em- 
inent legal authorities, 
including:— 


Chief Justice John B. Wins- 
low, LL.D., Supreme Court 
of Wisconsin; tion. Geo. C. 
Holt, LL.D., former Judge 
United States District Court, 
New York; Hon. Paul S. 
Reinsch, A.B., Ph.D., LLB., 
United States Minister to 
China; Judge A. L. Sanborn, 
United States District Court, 
Wisconsin; Dean Oliver A. 
Harker, College of Law, 
University of lllinois; Dean 
Henry H. Ingersoll. College 
of Law, University of Ten- 
nessee. 


What Subscribers Say 


(Names and addresses furnished 
on request.) 


“My hooks show that I have ri 
more than $36,000 from my prai 
quired through or by my profexa 

“I hnvo made in the SENEC of law during tha last 
fivo years about $16,000 above my oxpenses. 

“T conalder your achaal one of the best wiya of secur- 
Ing n knowledgo of the law tor any one having limited 
mwana or spare timo to dovoto to tho subject., 1 had no 
trouble whatover In passing the examination.’* 


“I received the Democratic nowinalion for Reprosen- 
tativa of tho Forty-ninth Senatorial District, composed 
of . . . . County, and received thu largest number 
of votes of any candidate nominated for thut oflice in tha 
district, and served in the forty-3econd General Asaam- 
bly, nnd beeame n mamber of eight of tho most import- 
nnt committees of the Assembly. Inm duly grateful to 
Blackstone Institute (including The Sprague Correspond- 
anco Schual of Law) for what it haa done for me," 


“T enrolled for your course only a few montha ago. My 
reading hoa already anved the Company considerably 
more monay than the feo for the complete course, | em 
convinced that your course will pay mo suvera) hundred 
per cunt on my investinont.”? 


“I nm now serving my second term aa Mayor of this 
city, having baen elacted both times without apposition 
and by practically unanimous votes, Your uystern of in- 
struction is indeed o valuable ald to the atudent in search 
of thorough knowledge in our jurlaprudenco.'" 


“I took up the atudy of law for business purposen. 
Whon I bogan your Course, five yours ngs, I was earning 
$2,000.00 à year. Lam now drawing 310,000.00 a yeur 
with the samo cumpany.'' 

(These lettera are typical of thousands 
which haue been received from pleased 
and satisfied subscribers). 


ized in nine yoars 
nd property nc- 


The names, records and qualifications of the leading Judges, Law- 
yers and Teachers who prepared and conduct the Course and Service 
are in themselves a sufficient guaranty of its unusual merit and prac- 
tical value. 


We Prepare You to Practice Law 


„Our Course and Service will prepare you on all subjects required in the bar ex- 
amination, ns it has nlrendy done for many others in your own state and in every 
other state in the Union. he legal profession offers unlimited opportunities for 
honor, prestige and income. The demand for good lawyers has never been so great 
as now. Every state, every city, every community and every hamlet needs the 
services of lawyers. 

Ovr 105-page free book, "The I ^w Trained Man," tells you how you enn become 
n lawyer during your spare time at home. Send the coupo: for your copy of this 
inspiring book today. 


Grasp the Big Opportunities in Business 


Big Business has decided that only a legal training fully equips the mind with 
the power to analyze, to direct, to control. Business problems arc now far too com- 
plex to be successfully handled, even by men of experience who merely know finance, 
&cconnting, sales, costs, e'c. At lcast a working knowledge of how these great 
forces may be legally applied is now absolutely essential. 

Thus we sec men like Lovett of the Union Pacific, Gary of U. S. Steel, Whelan 
of United Cigar Stores, picked for leadership because of their grasp of the funda- 
mentals of luw; because they know just what may be done lawfully and how and 
guo dg do it in the bestway. One nced not pass a bar cxamination to be able 

o do this. 

Our free book will tel! you how to make yourself doubly valuable to your own or 

some other business hy becoming a law trained man. Clip the coupon and mail now. 


Law and Public Life 


The grentest honors within the gift of our democracy will always go to the law 
trained man. Of every hundred men in the public eye—Presidents, Cabinet Officers, 
Senators, Cungressmen, Governors—more thnn two-thirds nre men of legal training. 

„Every important public event—every crisis—ealls for the services of the law 
trained man. In the days of the American Revolution, it waa such men as Alexander 
Hamilton, James Madison and Patrick Henry; in the Civil War it was Abraham 
Lincoln; and today in the present world-wide crisis itis President Wilson and his 
cabinet—all law trained men—whose double power to analyze and construct 
makes them the men of the hour. p 

Our free book tells you the rewards which are yours, if you know law. Send 
for your copy now. 


Learn Law at Home in Spare Time 


Do not let advancing years find you in the “‘disappainted class” looking back on 
neglected opportunitics! A few hours’ reading of this Course and Service in spare 
time will show results at once and will equip you to pass the bar examinatian and 
become n lawyer, or to become a lender in business or polities. ‘T'he Course and 
Service ia clearly written in plain, simple language—eosy to understand. No 
specific preliminary education 
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